Involvement of primary paediatric care providers in child’s oral health screening and referral

Questionnaire to National paediatric societies and associations in Europe

Abbreviations:

PPCP – primary paediatric care provider

DP – dental practitioner

PCHVC – personal child’s health and vaccination card

Domains

1. Competence of PPCPs in child oral health assessment

a) Pregraduate training of medical students in paediatric dentistry and dental screening

· Are lectures and practices on paediatric dentistry and child’s dental 
screening included in the pregraduate curriculum of medical students ?

· If so, how many hours of lectures/practices ?

b) Child’s oral health problems included in the life-long education of PPCPs

· Are child’s oral health problems included in the life-long education of 
PPCPs ?

c) PPCPs feel competent to evaluate dental problems

· Do you think PPCPs in your country feel competent to evaluate dental 
problems ?
d) PPCPs feel competent to appraise caries risk children

· Do you think PPCPs in your country feel competent to appraise caries risk 
children ?
e) PPCPs feel competent to provide oral health (hygiene/dietary) counselling

· Do you think PPCPs in your country feel competent to provide oral health 
(hygiene/dietary) counselling ?
2. Provision of oral health assessment in child care visits

f) Inspection of dentition included in well-child care visits and recorded in the patient’s notes

· Is the inspection of dentition the routine part of examinations during well-child care visits ?
· If so, are the results recorded in all patient’s notes ?
g) Appraisal of dental problems included in well-child care visits

· Is the appraisal of dental problems if any included in well-child visits ?

3. Referrals of children to DPs

h) Regime of child referrals by PPCPs to DPs

· Is the question „Have your child ever been seen by dentist ?“ common during well-child care visits in under 3 yr-olds ?

· Is the question „Is your child regularly seen by dentist ?“ common during well-child care visits in older preschoolers ?

i) Personal child’s health and vaccination card (PCHVC) employed

· What type of personal health card if any is employed in your system of child health care ?
j) if so, oral health data involved in PCHVC

· Are there any oral health data involved among child’s general health and development data ?

k) Space/pages for some records by DPs

· Can DP enter any oral health data into PCHVC ?

4. Guidelines for cooperation in paediatric and dental care

l) Guidelines for PPCPs – DPs cooperation

· Are there any guidelines in your system of child’s care for cooperation between PPCPs and DPs ?
· If so, in what health care levels ? (governmental, regional, national paediatric society, recommendations of child’s care/oral health care authorities, other)
m) Guidelines for caries risk assessment

· Are there any guidelines in your system of child’s care for caries risk assessment ?
· If so, in what health care levels ? (governmental, regional, national paediatric society, recommendations of child’s care/oral health care authorities, other)
n) Special regime for PPCPs  – DPs cooperation in health compromised children

· Are there any guidelines in your system of child’s care for caries risk assessment ?
· If so, in what health care levels ? (governmental, regional, national paediatric society, recommendations of child’s care/oral health care authorities, other)
5. Availability of dental care

o) Availability of dental care for under 3 yr-olds when referred to by PPCPs

· Is it easy for parents to find DP for under 3 yr-old children ?
· If not, where can be toothache child referred ?
p) Availability of dental care for children with special needs or who have chronic illness

· Are there any special dental care settings except of dental faculties for children with special needs or who have chronic illness ?
· If so, are these settings equally available throughout the country ?
6. Child’s oral health promotion

q) Caries preventive counselling

· Is the caries preventive counselling the routine part of PPCPs health counselling ?

r) Prescription of fluoride supplements

· How often PPCPs (approximately) prescribe/recommend fluoride supplements ?
· Are there any countrywide data on fluoride supplements prescription/intake ?
s) Guidelines for supplementary fluoridation

· Are there any guidelines in your system of child’s care for fluoride supplementation ?
· If so, in what health care levels ? (governmental, regional, national paediatric society, national dental society, recommendations of child’s care/oral health care authorities, other)
7. Familiarity with special caries preventive measures

t) Fluoride varnishes 

· Are your PPCPs familiar with topical fluoride varnishes in child’s dental preventative care?

u) Fluoride supplements

· Are your PPCPs familiar with fluoride tablets supplementation in child’s dental preventative care?

v) Sealants

· Are your PPCPs familiar with pits and fissures sealants in child’s dental preventative care?

w) Replacement sweeteners 

· Are your PPCPs familiar with replacement sweeteners in child’s nutrition and dental preventative care?

x) Sugar free child’s remedies

· Are your PPCPs familiar with sugar free child’s remedies?

8. Other issues

· 
Are you aware of the results of the most recent epidemiological surveys of the oral health of children in your country (at national, regional or local level)?
· 
If so, please quote the references for the surveys and list the key findings.
· 
Are you aware of any national (regional, local) data on caries prevalence of children who were or were not breast fed ? 
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